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Introduction: The issues of tolerance and social integration of persons belonging to minorities are extremely topical in contemporary societies characterised by increasing diversity due to cross-border movement of individuals. This seminar looks at these concepts, and in order to make their very often vague content concrete, they are discussed through the work of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) of the Council of Europe (CoE). ECRI, whose members are independent experts (including academics, journalists, persons from non-governmental organisations, etc.), is the CoE’s principal body in the area of combating racism and other forms of intolerance. ECRI’s work focuses on human rights, particularly on the European Convention on Human Rights. In its practical work ECRI draws specific attention to the issue of the integration of individuals in societies. ECRI produces country reports on each CoE member state including its assessment of the major challenges and problems in the issues in the ECRI’s remit. In this seminar the country reports produced by ECRI on Estonia, Finland, Latvia and Russia serve as the basis for exchanges of views. The speakers briefly introduce the latest ECRI’s country report on their respective countries and present their critical remarks on the views and emphases raised by ECRI therein. The expert from Latvia, Dr. Nils Muižnieks, is the present Chair of ECRI, and in his presentation he also sheds light on the work of ECRI more generally, including ECRI’s remarks on tolerance and social integration. The seminar ends with a panel discussion in which the speakers of the seminar exchange views of the main topics of the seminar.

Invited speakers:
Dr. Nils Muižnieks (political science), Director, Advanced Social and Political Research Institute, University of Latvia; Chair of ECRI
Dr. Raivo Vetik, Professor of Comparative Politics at Institute of Government, Tallinn University
Dr. Alexander Salenko, Associate Professor, Department of the International and European Law at Immanuel Kant State University of Russia (Kaliningrad); Visiting Post-doc Researcher, Faculty of Law at University of Turku 
Dr. Stanislav L. Tkachenko (economics and history), Associate Professor of European Studies, Director of Diplomatic Studies M.A. program School of International Relations, Saint Petersburg State University 
Dr. Lauri Hannikainen, Emeritus Professor of International Law, member of ECRI in respect of Finland 

Dr. Juha Räikkä, Docent in Practical Philosophy, Department of Behavioural Sciences and Philosophy, University of Turku 
Programme:

(Chair: Merja Pentikäinen)

12.15 
Opening of the seminar

Merja Pentikäinen, (acting) Professor of International Law, University of Turku

Jukka Mähönen, Dean of the Law Faculty at University of Turku 

12.30 
Nils Muižnieks: Introduction of the work of ECRI and tolerance and social integration in ECRI’s work; remarks based on the ECRI report on Latvia

13.15 Raivo Vetik: Remarks based on the ECRI report on Estonia 

13.45
Lauri Hannikainen: Remarks based on the ECRI report on Finland

14.15-14.45
Coffee break

14.45
Alexander Salenko: Remarks based on the ECRI report on Russia

15.15
Stanislav L. Tkachenko: Programme on tolerance in the city of St. Petersburg
15.30
Panel discussion (prewords by Juha Räikkä) 

16.30
General discussion

17.00
Closing of the seminar

REGISTRATION by 7 April 2011: There is no seminar fee, but registration is required. Registrations at lawconferences(at)utu.fi by 7 April 2011.

Organisers:

The seminar is organised by the Law Faculty of University of Turku in cooperation with the Baltic Sea Region University Network (BSRUN).

For further information:

Dr. Merja Pentikäinen, (acting) Professor of International Law, University of Turku

email: merpen(at)utu.fi

Tel: +358-2-333 5517; +358-40-566 6695

