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Strategy Europe 2020

Europe 2020 puts forward three mutually reinforcing 

priorities: 

Smart growth: 

developing an economy based on knowledge and 

innovation

Sustainable growth

Inclusive growth

EC proposes the following EU headline targets for 2020: 

3% of the EU's GDP should be invested in R&D

The share of early school leavers should be 

under 10% and at least 40% of the younger 

generation should have a tertiary degree

75 % of the population aged 20-64 should be 

employed 

20 million less people should be at risk of 

poverty. 2



Strategy Europe 2020

In light of education and traning and research 

targets, Commission has put forward several 

flagship initiatives to catalyse progress ð

«Innovation Union»

«Youth on the move» 

«An agenda for new skills and jobs»
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Functional knowledge 

triangle is a prerequisite to 

sustainable development

Universities, with their triple role as providers of the highest level 

of education, advanced research and path -breaking innovation, are 

at the heart of Europe's knowledge triangle. They have the 

potential to be crucial drivers of Europe ôs ambition to be the 

worldôs leading knowledge-based economy and society.1
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Universities Main 

Functions

Traditional functions such as:

Teaching and Research

are  expanded to :

Contribution to societal challenges 

and

Life-long learning

Universities have to adjust to today ôs 

society and at the same time maintain the 

standard of teaching and level of research.

5



Teaching: challenge of

ensuring human resources for

sustainable development in Latvia

Proportion of the population aged 25 to 34 having a tertiary 

educational attainment (%,2008)
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Latvian target for 

Higher Education 2020
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Higher education 

establishments in regions ð

Well-developed  geographical 

accessibility

33 higher education 

establishments

17 Public
16 Privat e
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Higher education 

establishments in regions ð

Well-developed  geographical 

accessibility

24 colleges

17 Public
7 Privat e
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Higher education 

establishments in regions ð

Well-developed  geographical 

accessibility

67 branches of HEI in regions

10



Higher education 

establishments in 

regions ð

Well-developed  

geographical 

accessibility

20

1 1 2

Kurzeme

Branches
Universit ies
Colleges
Total HEIs

3 3

16

27

Rȯga

16

1

Vidzeme

10

1

4

1

Zemgale

18

1
3

2

Latgale

11



Number of students by 

regions 2010/2011

Students (tota l)

State  funding

Tuit ion fee

Grades, qualif icat ions

Rȯga
Regions
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13%

29%

19%

103 782

26 541
68 450

35 332
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Universities ð

main drivers 

of research in Latvia

Indicator  (2010/2011) Universities
Share of 

total

Students 127 51%

Doctoral students 2 063 85%

Awarded doctoral degrees 167 96%

Professors 842 69%

Researchers 1 558 72%

Scientific publications 7059 85%

Patents and licenses 157 95%
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Main  challenges 

Impact of crises ðlow funding from GDP 

for HE and R&D 

Low share of private investment in R&D 

and weak interaction of universities with 

business sector

Possible lack of human resources in future 

ðlow number of students in engineering, 

age structure of academics and 

researchers

Low output of scientific results (SCI 

publications, patents, contracts with 

entrepreneurs)

Old fashioned infrastructure
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Reform Plan for 

Higher Education 

2010-2012

Quality improvement

Increasing the responsibility of 

universities and effective use of 

resources

Export and increasing of international 

competitiveness

Integration with national economy

Reform plan defines that further budget cuts 

for HE and R&D should not happen and that 

the budget financing for HE and science 

should be increased gradually starting with 

2013 and by 2015 it should reach 1.2% of 

GDP for HE and 1.5% of GDP for research
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Reform plan - Integration 

with National Economy 

State financed budget places in the priority 

fields  ðnatural sciences, mathematics, 

engineering, IT, building and construction, 

agriculture, health, environment, 

transport, creative industries

Regular actualization of the state financed 

budget places in accordance with the needs 

of state development (Ministry of 

Economics  has promised to prepare a long-

term labor market forecast by 2012)

Establishment of competence centers, 

concentrating support to innovative 

activity, consolidating education, scientific 

and knowledge transition functions  

(Ministry of Economics)
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University ð

stakeholder ôs dialog

The legislation will be changed to increase 

the role of entrepreneurs and employers:

in development of study programmes 

In the  accreditation and licensing of 

study programmes

in providing practice places for 

students
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Integrated actions 

for promotion of R&D 

and innovation

To promote renewal and development of 

scientific intellectual potential and research 

infrastructure 

To ensure relevant increase of state 

investment for  research and technology also 

achieving private funding increase

To promote competitiveness of scientific 

activities in international level thus 

promoting international cooperation in the 

field of research and technologies

To promote transfer of knowledge and 

technologies thus forming favorable 

environment for innovative actions, to 

promote public and private partnership
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Hierarchy 

of the scientific 

institutions

The Ministry of Education and Science has 

created the system, which determines a 

hierarchy of the scientific institutions :

regional level scientific institutions 

(about 20); 

NLRC - national level research centers 

(about 10);

ESFRI roadmap level research centers 

(about 4-5).

Objective :

Scientific excellence

Concentration of research infrastructure

Commercialization of science. 

Industry ðscience partnership

19



Prior national 

research directions 

NLRC ðframework for cooperation among scientific 

institutions and for concentration of scientific 

resources to ensure European-level research in 

five prior national research directions :

Energy and environment

Innovative materials and technologies

National identity

Social health

Sustainable use of local resources - new 

products and technologies

The main criteria are presence of corresponding 

field in national economy and a potential of 

scientific discoveries and implementation of 

innovations.
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International 

co-operation for 

regional development

Main forms of collaboration:

Bilateral co -operation agreements 

between HEI, SME etc

Mobility of students and academic 

staff, research visits

Joint study programs with foreign 

universities

Organization of joint conferences, 

seminars, educational fairs and forums

Co-operation  in the framework of the 

programs of the EU (FP7,Erasmus 

Mundus, Interreg etc), the Council of 

Europe, UNESCO, ASEM and other

Providing expertise in implementing 

Bologna reforms, quality assurance  

systems etc.
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